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Abstract

This study addresses community service as a modern alternative to custodial sentences in
Algerian law.
The research shows that short-term imprisonment fails to ensure deterrence and rehabilitation,
producing negative social effects.
Community service emerges as a strategic option that balances deterrence with reintegration
while serving society.
The legislator has established a clear legal framework for its application and supervising
institutions.

However, implementation faces challenges such as weak institutional coordination and lack of
training and awareness.
The study recommends improving legislation, enhancing training, and fostering cooperation
among stakeholders for greater effectiveness.

Keywords: Community service, Alternative sanctions, Modern criminal policy, Short-term

imprisonment, Social reintegration, Algerian legislation, Restorative justice, Deterrence and
rehabilitation, Prison overcrowding.
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