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Abstract: The terrible spread of social media platforms was accompanied by the emergence
of some negatives that would have compromised the security and stability of countries and
threatened their national security, such as the phenomenon of misleading news whose
existence in its modern form was associated with these platforms and its danger was evident
in that it has a great ability to influence and direct public opinion and to spread widely to the
point of becoming the most important weapon in fourth-generation wars.

In view of the threat posed by this phenomenon to the national security of countries, the
Algerian legislator took the initiative to criminalize the phenomenon through the text of
Article 196 bis of the Penal Code under its amendment in 2020 following the Corona
pandemic, while the French legislator was not satisfied with the old text, which initiated the
issuance of a special law criminalizing it, especially during the electoral campaign period.

Keywords:Fake, Social Media, Public Opinion, National Security.
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